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G § Navajo Preparatory School, Inc.
Monthly March Board Meeting Minutes
Date of Meeting: 03/25/2025 | 3:00 PM MDT

Location of Meeting: Navajo Preparatory School

Present at the Meeting:  Attendees (28): Dr. Bernadette Todacheene, Northern Agency
Representative; Jennifer Redhouse, Fort Defiance Agency
Representative; Marlene Laughter, Western Agency
Representative; Haylei Redhouse, Student Ad-Hoc Member;
Shawna Becenti, Head of School; Keith Neil, Associate Head of
School for Academics & Operations; Dr. Darah Tabrum, Associate
Head of School for Advancement & Outreach; Roderick Denetso,
Division Director of Student Life & Wellness; Manuel Watchman,
Division Director of Business & Human Services; Kevin Belin,
Director of the Diné Bizaad Institute; April Chee, Executive
Assistant to the Head of School; Lynwandowski Filfred, Human
Resources Manager; Sean Bekis, Director of Technology; Rainy
Crisp, Athletic Director & Dean of Students; 2024-2025 SY Lady
Eagle’s Basketball Team

The March Board Meeting of Navajo Preparatory School, Inc. was convened at 3:10 PM on

March 25, 2025, with the Board President, Dr. Bernadette Todacheene presiding. Three

elected board members were present, establishing a quorum, and the recording secretary

announced the roll call.

INVOCATION

Kevin Belin, Director of the Diné Bizaad Institute, provided the invocation.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Land Acknowledgement was read by Student Ad-Hoc, Haylei Redhouse.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The proposed agenda for March 25, 2025, was approved with minor adjustments. Item X.
Future Business date for the April Board Meeting was updated.

Motion to approve the agenda made by Jennifer Redhouse and seconded by Marlene
Laughter. Vote: 3-0-0

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The meeting minutes held from December 19, 2024 and January 3, 2025 were approved with
no edits or modifications.

Motion to approve minutes made by Jennifer Redhouse and seconded by Marlene Laughter.
Vote: 3-0-0
CONSIDERATION OF OPEN ISSUES
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS, PUBLIC COMMENTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Shawna Becenti, Head of School, introduced herself and the staff present at the board
meeting in person and virtually. Board of Trustees members introduced themselves to
guests present at the board meeting. Mrs. Becenti introduced New Mexico State Consultant,
Robert Apodaca, who shared Navajo Prep’s advocacy efforts at the state level and NM
Capital Outlay funding awards. Mrs. Becenti then introduced Rainy Crisp and the Lady
Eagle’s Basketball team to recognize their achievements of back to back NMAA 3A State
Basketball Champions.

REPORTS

A. Colegio Internacional Terranova and Aiglon College, Keith Neil and Dr. Darah Tabrum

Minutes for March Board Meeting | 1



W NO AP WN-

A A A
AP OWON-2O0O©

—_
(&)

RGN
~N O

N
o

NNNDNDDN =
A WON->00©0

N N
D O

NN N
© 0o N

W w W
N =~ O

w W
W

w
()]

W W
~N o

A WW
O © 0o

A DD
WN =

N
N

SN
[e) &)

G § Navajo Preparatory School, Inc.
Monthly March Board Meeting Minutes
Keith Neil, Associate Head of School for Academics & Operations, introduced Logan
Nez, NPS student who recently participated in the Terranova Exchange Program.
Logan shared his experience participating in the exchange program and provided
photos to present before the board. Dr. Darah Tabrum, Associate Head of School for
Advancement & Outreach, provided a presentation on the Aiglon College Partnership

with information on students who are currently attending Aiglon College that
transferred from Navajo Prep.

B. Administrative Team

The Administrative Team members provided updates on the federal impacts of
Executive Orders, Navajo Nation Seal of Bilingual Proficiency recipients, and recently
attended Navajo Agency Chapter meetings. Upcoming events and priorities were
highlighted by Shawna Becenti, Head of School. Manuel Watchman, Division Director
of Business and Human Services, and Lynwandowski Filfred, Human Resources
Manager, gave a report on the financials statements and personnel.

C. Student Senate, Haylei Redhouse

Haylei Redhouse, Student Ad Hoc Member, highlighted the current priorities for each
class of students along with upcoming student events.

D. Board of Trustees

Jennifer Redhouse shared that she was able to make the acquaintance of Cecilia
Firethunder and Jordan Etsitty at a recent congressional testimony in Washington D.C.
Dr. Bernadette Todacheene gave an update on a recent online KnowBe4 training
completed that was assigned by Navajo Prep’s technology department. Dr.
Todacheene also attended the demolition of the Old Admin building and the boy’s
varsity game.

CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS
A. Resolution Approval: Fiscal Year 2024 Audit

Shawna Becenti, Head of School, introduced Terry Ogle who was the auditor for Fiscal
Year 2024 Audit. Ms. Ogle presented the audit before the board and highlighted that
Navajo Prep obtained the highest opinion, an unmodified opinion with no findings.

Motion to approve Item A made by Jennifer Redhouse and seconded by Marlene Laughter.
Vote: 3-0-0
B. Resolution Approval: 2025-2026 SY Academic Calendar and Daily Schedule

Keith Neil, Associate Head of School for Academics and Operations, reviewed the
proposed 2025-2026 SY Academic Calendar and Daily Schedule.

C. Resolution Approval: Morehouse School of Medicine Agreement

Keith Neil, Associate Head of School for Academics and Operations, reviewed the
proposed agreement with Morehouse School of Medicine.

D. Resolution Approval: Navajo Nation Request for Matching Funds to Construct an
Indigenous Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) Facility to
Include Classroom Spaces

Dr. Darah Tabrum, Associate Head of School for Advancement and Outreach,
reviewed the resolution to seek matching funds from the Navajo Nation for the
Indigenous STEAM Facility.

E. Resolution Approval: Southwest Scholars Partnership

Dr. Darah Tabrum, Associate Head of School for Advancement and Outreach,
reviewed the proposed partnership agreement with the Southwest Scholars program.
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F. Resolution Approval: Graduating Class of 2025 Laptop Purchase

Shawna Becenti, Head of School, reviewed the resolution to make student laptops
available to the Class of 2025 graduating seniors for the amount of $50.00.

Motion to approve Items B through F was made by Jennifer Redhouse and seconded by
Marlene Laughter. Vote: 3-0-0

AGENDA AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next Regular Board Meeting will be held on April 29, 2025 at 1:00 PM at Navajo
Preparatory School.

ADJOURNMENT

Jennifer Redhouse motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:59 PM and seconded by Marlene

| Zeh e

Dr. Bernadette Todacheene,

President

Secretary/Treasurer
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