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Date of Meeting:  04/29/2025 | 1:00 PM MDT  1 

Location of Meeting:  Navajo Preparatory School 2 

Present at the Meeting: Attendees (14): Dr. Bernadette Todacheene, Northern Agency 3 
Representative; Jennifer Redhouse, Ft. Defiance Agency 4 
Representative; Marlene Laughter, Western Agency 5 
Representative; Ernestine Begay, Chinle Agency Representative; 6 
Haylei Redhouse, Student Ad-Hoc Member; Shawna Becenti, 7 
Head of School; Dr. Darah Tabrum, Associate Head of School for 8 
Advancement & Outreach; Keith Neil, Associate Head of School 9 
for Academics & Operations; Roderick Denetso, Division Director 10 
of Student Life & Wellness; Manuel Watchman, Division Director 11 
of Business & Human Services; Kevin Belin, Director of the Diné 12 
Bizaad Institute; April Chee, Executive Assistant to the Head of 13 
School; Sean Bekis, Director of Technology; Lynwandowski 14 
Filfred, Human Resources Manager 15 

The April Board Meeting of Navajo Preparatory School, Inc. was convened at 1:04 PM on April 16 
29, 2025, with the Board President, Dr. Bernadette Todacheene presiding.  Four elected board 17 
members were present, establishing a quorum, and the recording secretary announced the 18 
roll call. 19 

INVOCATION  20 

Kevin Belin, Director of the Diné Bizaad Institute, provided the invocation.  21 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 22 

The Land Acknowledgement was read by Student Ad-Hoc Haylei Redhouse.  23 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 24 

The proposed agenda for April 29, 2025, was approved with minor adjustments. Item D was 25 
moved to Item A under New Business.   26 

Motion to approve the agenda made by Jennifer Redhouse and seconded by Marlene 27 
Laughter.                                Vote: 4-0-0 28 

CONSIDERATION OF OPEN ISSUES 29 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS, PUBLIC COMMENTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 30 

Shawna Becenti, Head of School, introduced Navajo Prep staff present at the board meeting 31 
both in persona and virtually. Navajo Prep parents introduced themselves: Alberta Pablo and 32 
Brenda Martin. Board of Trustees introduced themselves to those present at the board 33 
meeting. Mrs. Becenti announced the upcoming Department of Diné Education and Bureau 34 
of Indian Education meeting on May 5th at Fort Wingate High School. Keith Neil, Associate 35 
Head of School for Academics & Operations shared an update on recent student accolades 36 
at the Science Fair, State MESA Competition, and Athletic Springs Sports. Mr. Neil also 37 
shared some dates for upcoming key events for the graduating class of 2025.  38 

REPORTS 39 

A. Administrative Team 40 

The Administrative Team provided updates on recent campus development projects, 41 
financial statements, and personnel updates.  42 

B. Student Senate, Haylei Redhouse 43 

Haylei Redhouse shared that the new Student Ad Hoc Member would be announced 44 
by the May Board Meeting and Student Senate Officers will voted in by the end of the 45 
week. Ms. Redhouse also provided highlights on recent class events and successes.  46 
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C. Board of Trustees 1 

Jennifer Redhouse, Fort Defiance Agency Representative, provided a report on the 2 
recent Diné Bi Ołta School Board Association Spring Conference that she attended 3 
alongside Dr. Todacheene. Mrs. Redhouse also gave re-cap of the Fort Defiance 4 
Agency Meeting she attended to put forth the resolution requesting for matching funds 5 
from the Navajo Nation for the Indigenous STEAM Facility. Mrs. Redhouse mentioned 6 
that she also attended Senior Project Presentation day and made the request that any 7 
scheduled events for the Board of Trustees remain on the schedule as outlined in 8 
invitations. Marlene Laughter, Western Agency Representative, gave an update on 9 
attending the Western Agency Meeting with Roderick Denetso to put forth the 10 
resolution requesting matching funds from the Navajo Nation. Ernestine Begay, Chinle 11 
Agency Representative, shared that looks forward to working with her agency and local 12 
chapters to provide updates on Navajo Prep. Dr. Bernadette Todacheene, Northern 13 
Agency Representative, gave a brief update on the DBOSBA Spring Conference as 14 
well and shared some considerations she put forth at the conference to DBOSBA and 15 
DODE. Dr. Todacheene also served as a judge at Senior Project Presentation Day 16 
and attended the National Honor Society Induction Ceremony.  17 

CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS 18 

A. Resolution Approval: Federal Consultant 19 

Shawna Becenti, Head of School, introduced Xavier Barraza from Peebles Bergin 20 
Schulte & Robinson, LLP for a brief introduction on his services as recommended for 21 
federal consultant to Navajo Prep.  22 

Motion to approve Item A made by Jennifer Redhouse and seconded by Marlene Laughter. 23 

           Vote: 4-0-0 24 

B. Resolution Approval: New Mexico State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy 25 

Kevin Belin, Director of the Diné Bizaad Institute, reviewed the resolution to pursue the 26 
New Mexico State Seal of Bilingualism-Biliteracy.  27 

C. Resolution Approval: Rising Stars Navajo Corporation Agreement 28 

Shawna Becenti, Head of School, reviewed the resolution to enter into an agreement 29 
with the Rising Stars Navajo Corporation for the summer of 2025.  30 

D. Resolution Approval: Gridiron Football Camp Agreement 31 

Shawna Becenti, Head of School, reviewed the resolution to enter into an agreement 32 
with the Gridiron Football Camp for the summer for 2025.  33 

E. Resolution Approval: 2025-2026 SY Medical Insurance 34 

Manuel Watchman, Division Director of Business & Human Services, reviewed the 35 
resolution to recommend continuing services with Summit Health for the 25-26 SY.  36 

F. Resolution Approval: 2025-2026 SY Organizational Chart 37 

Manuel Watchman, Division Director of Business & Human Services, reviewed the 38 
recommended organization chart for the 25-26 school year.  39 

G. Resolution Approval: Film Collaboration Agreement 40 

Shawna Becenti, Head of School, reviewed the resolution to enter into an agreement 41 
with Ma’ii Productions for the film titled, “The Misadventures of the Muttonbert Sisters.” 42 

H. Resolution Approval: Student Senate Strategic Plan 43 
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Haylei Redhouse, Student Ad Hoc Member, reviewed the proposed Student Senate 1 
Strategic Plan that was made in collaboration with the student body, Student Senate, 2 
with guidance from the Head of School.  3 

Motion to approve Items B through H was made by Jennifer Redhouse and seconded by 4 
Marlene Laughter.         Vote: 4-0-0 5 

AGENDA AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 6 

The next Regular Board Meeting will be held on May 16, 2025 at 9:00 AM at Navajo 7 
Preparatory School.  8 

ADJOURNMENT 9 

The meeting adjourned at 3:10 PM by Dr. Bernadette Todacheene, Board President.  10 

  11 
M/S:     none taken                                                              ___________________   12 

                                                                                             Dr. Bernadette Todacheene,               13 

President    14 

  15 

                                                                                              ___________________ 16 

                                                                                              17 

                                                                                              Secretary/Treasurer         18 


